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Thanks to Diane Bromenschenkel, Nampa, 1daho  rajsing foalsthe youngsters produced by Merry
for this montho0s header coEl&dstein§ Mdre eftehdive Sse ds ButhBhtic
Irrigation at Sunset. trail and using Tennessee Walkers.

Another story in our Sun-Lessseries
LI TTLE SI STER E CHGQGEDS

THE SUNLESS SISTERS, Part 2 by Franne
Brandon, Petersburg, Tennessee

The year aftet he arrival of
Surless Go Boy granddaughter LuSyu e 0 s
Angel had a second fi

another filly representing the stallion line of
Society Man ondp and a rich Heritage of
foundationer a br eeder s .This he

little lady arrived jet black except for small hind

coronets, thus defying the genetic odds of a pair Echo& Merry Co-Ed
of sabinos producing two nesabino foals in a

row. Like the yearling full sigr, this little lady

was special, a fact that breeder Danny Taylor
recognized early on. He named the youngster
Echob6s Md conggnirng der, along with

Big Sis, to the ranks of future producers for Elk
River Farms. Like her older sister Merry Lu,

Merry CoEd grew up on Elk Rer Farms of
Winchester. As a filly, Merry G&d went under
saddle to demonstrate her gait potential. Bsea

she was intended for the lmdmare band and not
the trails, she was not ridden long. Breeder

Danny Taylor remembersdhshe did well and

had a figood way of goin

In 2010, fouk en years after her ar Dahny dadylor with CHENO s
Merry CoEdisa very integr al part of the far més
breeding program. Although younger than her

older sister, Merry Gdd has raised a total of

eight foals, thee colts and five fillies. Unlike her

sister®babieswhich are generally involved in



CoEddés first f oadolttvaas a |
arrived when she was five years old. This young
gentl eman, sired by EIKk
Smokey Midnight, was namelibhn T. Midnight

and remains the property of Danny Taylor-Co

Ed madea tripto Lawrenceburg, Tenness¢e

meet Generatr 6 s Vant age Point,
standing at Dock Jester Stables there, in the

spring of 2001. The following year, a black filly
that would be named Gene
arrived on the farm in Franklin County.

’ ‘ . : TR
Thesireof CEd 6s t hi dsda f oal wa &o Rear Merry as a yearling with one of
Generator son, but closer to home. No Fear sired Dannyés grandchildren on board
a flax sorrel filly out of CeEd in 2003. Danny
named her No Fear Merry. A friendly and
attractive youngster, shg
comments and attention before catching the eye
of JoanHendricks & Owen, WisconsinJoan had
converedfrom the Arabian breedue to back
problems. She remembers searching for gaited
horses in her area twenty years ago. She recalls
that Ain the | ate 19806s
a friend decided to switch to gaitbdrses, and |
helped her search for one. We searched
Wisconsin and Northern lllinois for Walkers and
could notfindverymanyot | ook at . o

Peru

In 2004, Joanowned Peruvian Pasos and a
Tennuvian out of her favorite Peruvian mare !
Juanita and SwiGragWilsdny Echof
She made a road trip to Tennessee with friends "
Diane Scepanski and Nancy Bergman, andk
advantage of Dannyds spec
brightly coloredfilly up north. Joan started her

under saddle without any professional help, and

No Fear Merry was soon on the trails. Joan

remar ks that AMy Wal ker mgEs
horse since she is so laid back and easy going. | ‘
have several friends who like to come and ride
with me and they always get to ride her while |
ride my Tennuvian.o

Joan andfiTweakd on one of their many rides
Joan calls the mare Tweak because she was so
easy to train, she only had to tweak Irea
little.



In 2004, Merry CeEd produced one of the few
foals sired by the palomino Heritage Stallion
Goldust Y2K. Originally named Miranda Taylor,
this oddly colored filly, quite possibly a smokey
black, went first to Northern Foundations Farm
before eventuallpeing soldCoEd 6 s 2005 f §
was a sorrel horse colt sired by Confederate Hills
Farmbés herd sire Societyd(
young gentlemara doublebred Echo, is a

highly marked sorrel sabino with extensive white
on the face, | egdigwaand bce
purchased as a weanling by Will Kirk of
Mauckport, Indiana, and remains a : s

L

Kirk property. ~ Mid

niht & erry o-Ed

The following year, & u | | brother to
Echoarrived at Elk River Farm®§la med Dan 6 s
Matt Dillon, this colt i
genes al ong wi bs$potfours sir
stockings, a belly spot, blaze, spot on the lower

lip, andmixed mane and tail. This yearling is
Danny Jaryehtmoreé&. Danny finds him
Asmart and easy to train
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Miranda Taylor in 2006

Merry Co-Ed remained open for the remainder of e
2005. The foll owing year, sl
Smokey Midnight, and in the spring of 2007, a
lovely filly with extensive white arrived. Pretty,
inquisitive, and blessed with wonderful old ;
fashioned walkinggaitSundés Mi dni ght L ag¢
walked her vay into the heart of Geraldine
Hairgroveof Fulshear, Texagnd found a new
homethere At three years old, Lacy is just
learning how to become a lifetime trail
companon.

Sunos

ané Matt Dillion
This colt was recently sld to Angelo Guerci

Merry CoEd had two foals following Lacy. In of Crema, Italy

2008, a black full sister to Lacy

nur sed at tAmselidblaakrwehd s si de.

only one star for a marking, she was registered as Merry Co-Ed has had another year off in the

Mi dni ght 6-Ed, e stirtoyCar@ o summer of 2010, which stepent consorting
Branham of Lugoff, South Carolina, who once again with Sundés Sm
remains her current owner. Hopefully, 2011 will once more find her nursing

a strongly gaited, smart, willing Stdnce foal
to carry on the traditions of its equine ancestors
well into the middle of the Zicentury.



European Highlights from Sandra van den
Hof, Hechtel, Belgium

Promoting the natural TWH in the Netherlands
This September the ETWH@&vww.etwha.dg
participated on Horse Event in the Netherlands to
promote the TWH. Horse Event is a three days
educaional horse fair with lots of clinics and
demods attracting over

The European Tennessee Walking Horse

Association was presented with horses of its Genbdbs Red Joker
members; Lisa Klaus from Germany
(www.brandywalker.dg Mariska Hoogesteger The visitors were pleased to see the people
from the Netherlandéttp://www.twh-mm.tk/) oriented disposition of our horses at the booth
and Sandra van den Hof from and their smooth gaits during the
Belgium(www.pleasuregaits.coymadeit a true demonstrations. With only + 70 horses in the
European presence. Netherlands, 35 in Belgium and around 500 in
Germany, the breed is still fairly uncommon in

Europe.

Sandra on Boomtownos

Each day a 20 minute long demonstration of the
breed was given in the breed pavilion + we
participated in the daily parade of all horse
breeds. Mariska also showed her mare during a
barrd race demonstration on Sunday proving the

versatility of the breel™
always ceoperate but we had at least one great &
sunny day.

Montyds Moon Girl


http://www.etwha.de/
http://www.brandywalker.de/
http://www.twh-mm.tk/
http://www.pleasuregaits.com/

The Horses of Fort Frances by Nancy
Bergman, Whitehall, Wisconsin

In the time honored tradition of Wisconsinites

my friend Diane and | t
the Labor Day weekeddo n|l vy we went
n o & bvér the border into Ft Francis, Ontario.
Our graeous hosts were Rachel Hill and her
husband Mark Gadawski, who both work for the
Ministry of Natural Resources. Rachel is an
accomplished endurance rider who has a real
passion for her sport. She currently owns four
Walker® EDb,( her retiree), Beamegoglomino : §
Heritage Walker from TN) Ransom (big black Ransom

gel ding) and Foxxy ( an Echobés Star Gray
Wilson daughter).

Currently Rachel has been successfully
competing in endurancaces on board Beam
along with her boon companion, Bev Rinke, who
rides Ransom. Rachel and Bev ride all year
round in order to keep the horses in competitive
condition. In a sport once dominated by dainty
Arabians, the big Walkers are making equally
big waves. Rachel rides Beam with a bitless
bridle and the 16 H guy glides through-&ille
rides with ease and grace. Beam and Ransom
are both athletes who proudly display their
heritag® Walkers were originally bred to be
able to do long distances withesa, style and
smoothness.

Rachel & Sunbeam



to T AR N N T N This concrete mermaid greets all who pass
Rachel & Beamer on one of their rides through Rainey Lake

Diane and | had a treat when Mark and Rachel
took us out on their boat on Rainey Lake. A
huge lake that straddles the Canadian/US border,
Rainey Lake is a paradise for sportsmeiihe

lake has beautiful rocky islands, wild rice, loons,
ducks, sport fish and spruce covered shorelines.
| kept thinking it looked like something out of a
beer commercial. The lake is long and full of
little bays and nooks. Without a good map or
GPS it could be tricky to find your way back to
the dock.

l -
Rachel, Nancy and Mark as we stopped on
one of the nice sand beaches on the lake

The land of sky blue waters!

More of the beach. Beyond the island in the
photo is considered Minnesota waters. Mark
showed us several areas where the larger
islands in the lake are privately owned. We
saw the summer home of the French family of

Frenchds Mustard
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Trail Riding With Billy Taylor, Winchester,
Tennessee

On August 26 a friend, Leon Williams and |
went on a trail ride at Deep South Outdoors at
Keith Springs Mountain. We left our trailers at
approximately 80 AM. We rode down the
mountain to Sinking Cove, a small community in
southern Franklin County. We decided to return
on a different trail than the one we came in on,
that was a bad decision. We took a wrong trail

Mar kos boat paoniReaBaat tUpgdeag gnded about half way up theinain
This part of the lake has a huge area of wild and took about an hour to get back down the
fice growing in the water. mountain and get on a trail that took us back up

on top. We came out on a road about three miles
from our trailers. We rode for about six hours,
including the time we were lost. It was about 90
degreesttat day and our horses were tired, |
think they were glad to see the trailers.

Rachel &
cabin on the lake

Captain Mark!

As wonderful as our trip on Rainey Lake was,
the visit to Snowshoe Farm proved to bere
more of a revelation. More next month!
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In the mountains at De South Outdoors
Billy on Wilson




The Black Fly Express by Rachel Hill, Fort
Frances, Ontario, Canada

| have bea into the sport of endurance fiore

years now and have enjoyed many great
experiences and met many great people on the
rides that have been held in Manitoba, Wisconsin
and MinnesotaBut this year | took the plunge
and decided to manage the first eerdurance

ride in my part of Ontariol knew it would be a

big undertaking, but | had great people to help
me and we pulled it off. Here is how it went

It rained all day Friday, when it finally stopped
we hadtwo inches sitting on top of everything.
People were arriving in the dark to camp, and
getting stuck a common event. The John Deere
was in big demand. But endurance riders a
different sort, they tend to be tougher than most
and 22 people came out.

I had worked hard at setting up a trail that would
be different from any other, that would show
how diverse this part of the north is and where
no horses had been before. Traditionally, it is a
disadvantage to have a big horse in endurance,
the bigger body takes longer to cool than the
skinny Arabs.But | learned a big lesson on how
this is not always the case on a tough course.

My friend Trish who volunteered to take on the
camping end of things was also my trail scout
assistant.The two of us had spent time
throughout the summer checking out interesti
trails that might work.We ended up with a 19
mile loop on the wilds of Crown land and a 15
mile loop in and around her farm that was a bit
more domestic. The 19 mile loop was a mix of
road, winter cutover, forest access road, and
trails through the &h. The cutover was a
technical piece, the horses really had to watch

where they walked and there was a stretch of bog

that called for a certain level of braveness from
the horse.At the riders meeting, | explained the
trail layout and the tricky spotand just hoped |
had marked it well enough that no one would get
lost. The biggest let down for a ride manager is
someone missing a turn and getting Idstad
spent the past two days marking trail with 450
ribbons. But it was my first time and | justidn't
know if it was good enough.

By Saturday morning everything was saturated.
The small creeks on the domestic trail rose
feet by the next day, there was water and mud
everywhere and the bog areas on the wild trail
were all under water.

Rachel& Beamer crossing one of the creeks
on the domestic trail, with all kinds of
clearance

It is hard to manage a ride and participate, and as
much as | wanted to ride the 50 | could only
swing riding the 25.But | had good company,

my good friend Bev rode ynWalker gelding
Ransom and my other two friends (Rosemary
and Denise) rode their two Walker&nd | of

course rode my lovely Sunbeantlaritage

Walker who has been doing so well all year at
this sport.

One of the riders trying to get his horse to
Cross



Another rider just makes it!

There were only 3 riders that took on the 50, a
pair from Manitoba on Morabs and a guy from
Wisconsinon his mule.They set off at 8:00
a.m., we set off to do the 25 at 9:0Dhere were
10ridersdoing the 25, Bearand Ransom took
the lead and set the pacehe small group ot0
horses stayed together for about 4 milekept
looking ahead.Soon there were less hooves
behind us and when | turned to see who had kept
up with Bev and I, it was Rosemary and Denise
on their two Walkers.

Rachel & Beamer out front, Bev on Ransom
in the middle, and Denise on the chestnut at
the end
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Bev on Ransom (black horse) and Denise
behind her

The weather was right, the horses were fresh and
we had to hold them back for the entire ride to
keep them at a conservative pace, the key to
good endurance riding. Bev had to work the
hardest to keep Ransom from taking off, he loves
these 25 mile ridesWe crashed through the

bogs, climbed the rock outcropharged on the
trails and crossed the creeks to put that loop
behind us.As we were coming back to the bog
area, we heard voicesn no time we realized we
had caught up to the 50's who had left an entire
hour before usWe were giggling and laughing
and just taking in the great ridélnlike us who
were having a blast, they had the most miserable
looks on their faces. It was obvious they were
disgusted at the roughness of the trly heart
sank. All that hard work for nothingThey were

not enjoyng this trail at all. On the way back to
camp the guy with the mule stopped at a ditch he



had to cross to get into a fieltHe asked if he Tyl er & Redds Adventures

could take the road instead of the field as the Audra Burton, Cornersville, Tennessee

ditch was not safe enough for his mule.

couldn't believe this ole could not take the | thought! would catch you up on Tyler

ditch. I told him fine, as we proceeded with ours Pierce andverstide's Red Allen

through the ditch and marched across the soaked  (Red's)adventures so far this year. We

field to camp. At camp, he advised me that the haven't traveled to as many campgrounds
trails were not safe for horses and that | was quite as often as we normally do this year but
crazy for setting this up like thid.was have stayed extremely busy building a new
shocked.It really had been nothing for us and barn.

our Walkers.

In the end, the guy with the Mule quit after the
19 mile loop. The Morabs continued finishing
the 50 and pretty much took the time they were
allowed finish. Out of the 10 that started t@é,

our four Walkers took the first four spoth the

15 mile ride another Walker took second place,
first place went to Rocky Mountain and third to a
Peruvian.

At the end of the day, people reflected on the
ride and everyone was pretty happy with thei
finishes. They were pleased that their horses did
what they didn't think they couldAnd no one

got lost. One of the Manitoba 50 riders talked to
me after the ride and pointed out that the
Walkers had an advantage on this trail with their
long legs ad large feet.They can do mud very
well. He told me "I am glad you didn't take on
the 50, | wouldn't have stood a chance!".

Tyl er Pierce on fARe

So | came away with these learning experiences:  Tyler went to Mammoth Cave, Kentucky i

1) Mules don't do mud. April. There were several Heritage Horses in
2) Big horses are not always a disadvantage. attendance on that trip. Tyler took Red, Tod
3) Next yeal might have to have two trails, one Finleytook Red Bud's Rambling George,
for wimps and one for womersince it was only John Oliver took Jack, Buddy Olivemok a

the men who complained! red Heritage mare. We had a long pleasurable

ride the first day. We visited MamnioCave
the second day since it was raining when we
woke up. We came back to camp and rode
several hours that afternoon. Lots of
memories were made that weekend This trip
was one of our favorites so far.

Our riding group also went to Bryson City,

North Carolina to ride. We rode 23 miles the

first day. Much to our surprise we ended up
riding a |l oop trail over
very small ledges and long drop offs. The

trails were definitely backcountry trails. There

was beautiful scenery of courseitlit was

very hard to relax because of the distance you



were in the air. Tyler and Red found out Red
doesn'tcare for large bright colored tent type
backpacks that most hikers use in that area.
Red was fine with them until we would meet
a hiker on one athose narrow ledges, it was
very interestind have to say. We rode closer
to camp the second day and had a good ride.
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Jeffrey Burton, Tyler Pierce, Tod Finley, me.
and other friends and family went to many
cedars campground indHenwald, Tennessee
the last weekend of July. It was a very hot
weekend but thankfully the trails were shaded
and we had creeks to use for cooling down on
occasion.

Jeffrey Burton, left, and Tod Finley, right

Tyler & Red sliding off a bank at Many
Cedars. He is looking at the colt behind
him because it was his first time down the

hill.

Tyler rides his horse almost every weekend
and sometimes during the week after school
now. He is very dedicated and has quite the
connection with horses. Haw do things with
them some grown adults can't. Tyler has
decided he is interested in breaking a few
horses this fall, with the help of John Oliver
and Tod Finley. | don't know how many times
Tyler has told me he wished Red was a
stallion so he could havane of his babies to
ride. Well,1 will try to keep you updated on
Tyler progress.



