
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to Sherrie Beyer, Fall Creek, Wisconsin, 

for the lovely photo we are using this month in our 

header. It is spring time and with spring comes new 

life. Many of our breeders are having foals so be sure 

to check out the Stork Report! 

 

 

ñANGELò ACROSS THE YEARS by Franne 

Brandon, Petersburg, Tennessee 

 
Those who have the time and interest to peruse 

several volumes of the historic TWHBAA Studbooks 

will discover that the same breedersô names repeat 

within a given volume and across the years. The 

thirties and forties found horses to be a necessary 

commodity on Tennessee farms, and with a registry 

established to promote the stateôs native breed in 

other areas, farmer-breeders found that keeping a 

stallion and raising several foals a year had become a 

profitable enterprise. One pair of names that occurs in 

these records are the Faulkner Brothers near the 

Booneville community of Lincoln County. Starting 

with their own mares, as well as a Hunterôs Allen son 

named Bright, the Faulkner Brothers established a 

breeding program that continued long after the horse 

became a show and pleasure animal rather than an 

agricultural necessity. 

 

Continuing the tradition of his father and uncle, 

James Faulkner, known as ñJabò, with the assistance 

of his wife Frances, raised registered walking horses 

and top caliber jackstock on his hilly Lincoln County 

farm. Among them was a mare tracing her roots to a 

daughter of Bright registered as Nancy F. Nancy had 

gone to the court of the American Saddlebred stallion 

Giovanni to produce a filly named Nancy Giovanni. 

This mare, when mature, was crossed with the Merry 

Boy son Blue Namron with the result a filly 

registered as Faulknerôs Flame. Flame produced eight 

foals, among them a mare named Lucy Sue, sired by 

Sage Fire, a sabino son of the noted grey Wilsonôs 

Allen son Top Wilson. Lucy Sue was a top producer 

in her lifetime, foaling three sons and seven 

daughters. When crossed with Angelôs Go Boy, 

standing at stud at the S.W. Beech Stables in Belfast 

in the next county to the northwest, Lucy Sue had her 

final foal, a stocking-legged, blaze-faced  filly which  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

he named Lucy Sueôs Angel. The fillyôs odd, light 

brown coloring prompted Faulkner to register her as 

chestnut-sorrel, but her production recorded indicated 

otherwise.   

 
Lucy Sueôs Angel 

 

 

Lucy Sueôs Angel had only two owners in her 

lifetime. This Sunless mare first began raising foals 

for the Faulkners. When Jab decided to retire as a 

breeder, he sold the mare to Danny Taylor of nearby 

Winchester, Tennessee. Danny first chose the Sunless 

stallion Red Budôs Rascal as a potential sire for 

Angelôs foals. The result of the cross, which arrived 

in 1991, was a bay filly. Since Old Bud was a dark 

sorrel, this fillyôs bay color proved that Lucy Sueôs 

Angel was dark brown or black sabino, not chestnut-

sorrel as recorded.  Danny registered the youngster as 

Red Budôs Angel, continuing the female line tradition 

of an angelic name. The filly herself, however, was 

anything but a meek and mild sculptured angel, so 

had some thoughts on how her life should  

be handled, earning her the barn name of ñMiss Pris.ò 
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Miss Pris with Dianeôs niece, Korissa on board 

 

Miss Pris, like the other fillies that would join the 

Taylor broodmare band, was started under saddle at 

two. She made it clear from the beginning that riding 

was beneath her heavenly dignity. She tolerated the 

process, but was never entranced by it. Still, she had 

demonstrated her gaits and her overall ability to wear 

a saddle, so at the age of three, she was bred to Spirit 

of Winston P., a Sir Winston S. son that Danny 

Taylor owned at the time. After she foaled a bay filly, 

Danny tried her with Paigeôs Echo, a grandson of 

WGC Society Man bred by his father.  Miss Pris had 

a year off in 1996, then in 1997 raised  a black mare 

by the palomino stallion Chanceôs Goldust Dictator, 

proving that neither she nor the stallion was double 

agouti. Danny tried her next with a gold champagne 

stallion located in Franklin County named Zimôs 

Southern Rebel. The filly took after her mother with 

not a rebellious bone in her body, but a gentle, laid-

back attitude. 

 

While Miss Pris was nursing the champagne filly, 

Danny hauled her a little farther from home to try her 

with Leon Oliverôs grey stallion Buds Sterling Bullet. 

By 1998, the ten year old Bullet had established a 

reputation as a top sire of trail and field trial horses. 

Both Bullet and Pris had a line to Top Wilson. The 

result in 1999 was handsome sorrel colt. Danny took 

her back to Bullet to try for color on a second go-

round. Later that year, two ladies from Wisconsin 

named Nancy Bergman and Diane Sczepanski came 

to Tennessee looking for mares or fillies suitable for 

riding and raising sensible foals. They had quite a 

few options to select, but in the end, Nancy chose a 

yearling filly by Buds Sterling Bullet and Diane 

picked a mare in foal to Bullet, Red Budôs Angel. 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Budôs Angel, who retained her barn name of 

Miss Pris in Wisconsin, adjusted well to wintertime 

in the frozen wastelands. The following spring, she 

delivered a dark bay colt. Never having seen a grey 

baby before, Diane was surprised when told that this 

foal would eventually turn grey. Not owning a 

stallion and not pleased with any in Wisconsin, Diane 

bred Miss Pris back to Bullet by AI, so that in the 

spring of 2001 she was the proud owner of a lovely 

bay filly. In the angelic- naming tradition, Diane 

registered this filly as Bulletôs Elusive Angel.  

 

In 2001, Diane had made the monumental decision to 

lease Danny Taylorôs junior stallion, a walky black 

sabino named Echoôs Star Gray Wilson. Although 

both stallion and mare had lived on Elk River Farm 

their entire lives, they first met in a romantic way in 

Wisconsin in the late spring of 2001. In 2002, a 

newly installed barn camera probably saved the life 

of the bay filly that Miss Pris delivered on May 11, 

2002.  Named for the circumstances of her birth, NFF 

Angelôs Lucky Star still resides at Northern 

Foundations Walking Horse Farm. 

 

 
Lucky Star and her 2009 colt, Phantom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Miss Pris foaled three other foals by Echoôs Star 

Gray Wilson, a bay sabino colt, NFF Wilsonôs Dan 

Oliver, a black sabino colt, NFF Echoôs Blue Moon, 

and a solid bay filly, NFF Wilsonôs Lady Scarlet. 

During the winter of 2005-2006, tragedy struck. Miss 

Pris colicked and failed to recover. The boss mare 

and guardian Angel of the herd at Northern 

Foundations was gone. But her legacy continues with 

her Sun-Once offspring, daughters Lucky and 

Scarlet;  Lucky is proving to be a top matron, her son 

Echoôs Blue Moon, now a herd sire in Montana, and 

her namesake Bulletôs Elusive Angel, is now in 

British Columbia, Canada. 

 

 
Bulletôs Elusive Angel with Sandra van den 

Hof on board 

 

 
Austin Turley with Echoôs Blue Moon 

competing at a field trial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wilsonôs Lady Scarlet at her new home in 

Fulshear, Texas. She is now a childôs mount. 

 

 
Wilsonôs Dan Oliver with Austin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



European Highlights by Sandra van 

den Hof, Hechtel, Belgium 

 
Sandra and Oscar hosted the Open House of 

Pleasure Gaits Farm in May 2010. 

Demonstration of the Tennessee Walking Horse 

included Pleasureôs Eternal Flame (Ravi) ridden 

by Sandra van den Hof, Boomtownôs Lucky 

Strike (Spirit) ridden by Hannalies van Hal. 

 

Both horses were ridden bitless and without 

shoes. Check out the YouTube videos:  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxPyusQZaDk&pla

ynext_from=TL&videos=s8mvrt-

6ZGE&feature=sub 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1CZWb0987k&pl

aynext_from=TL&videos=weyohOJWBT4&feat

ure=sub 

We had 300 visitors and several demonstrations. 

Belgium has 30 Tennessee Walking Horses, 

Holland has around 70. Pleasure gaits has 11 

horses including two Pasos. Our guests had a 

great time visiting the farm and seeing the gaited 

horses. 

 

 
Some of the guests who visited the Open 

House 

 

 
Sandra demonstrates Ravi 

 
Sometimes being a cowboy just wears a guy 

out! 

 

 
Hannalis van Hal on Bulletôs Secret Affair 
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