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Thank you to Pamella Blakeney for the lovely
photo used iIin this mont
husband, Jerry took this photo of the Texas Blue
Bonnets in bloom.

Billy Taylor wrote in with a correction to last
mont ho
Pris:

ADanny didn"'t breed
Bud's Rascal, Miss Pris was a few months old
when Danny purchased

A DIAMOND SANS SOLEIL by
Franne Brandon, Petersburg,
Tennessee

Sunl ess Heritage Mare

#883383

The little red foal was one lucky as well as
unique filly. She arrived, sorrel with both hind
socks and a blaze that widened to cover the area
between her nostrils, on August 1, 1988. The
next day, August”?, her mother, Lonesome
Ann, died. Breeder Leonl®er, who had

acquired Ann from the estate of his late Uncle
Sammy Clark, put the dagld filly with his old
Racking Horse mare to see if she would foster
the youngster. Merry cooperated, and the red
filly survived. Because she would be the last
daughteiof Lonesome Ann, a daughter of Red
Bud Allen and a mare by Wilsons Prowlin Pete,
Leon registered the filly as Lonesome Last One.

Lonesome Last One was uniquely bred in the
pleasure walking horse world of 1988. Her sire

was L e o n-6ns yearol@ sidattnyRed
Budbés Rascal, sired by
Merry Mandés Starr. Ann,

Red Bud Allen. In a time when most pleasure
breeders were seeking spots or aiming to get
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One of the few photoghereareo f Msr k 0
Cracker Jack
Last Oneds first f oal wa

1983. Four years later, she was again taken to
Steve Oliverds bay stall
1988, produced a bay filly which Leon registered
as Markds Diamond. Leon
Diamond as fda pretty mare
After she was weaned, he sold her to Norman
Hunley of Greeneville, Tennessee. Tragically,

the following year, St ev
Cracker Jack. The very successful cross could
'ﬁ?%bare%%tedjagﬂ'f‘w en and out of
her dam, was also by



Ma r k @mondnas not broke to ride by her siblings all inherited t
new owner, who valued her as top breeding color.

stock. I nstead, she was trained to be fAibroodmar
gentl eo, easy to manageTodaynwanandqfuortsavemuald wn
farrier when being trimmed. beautiful grey daughter Diamond Crystal has

been Leonds personal tra
logged many miles on the localitsa along with

those at The Circle E. at nearby Winchester,
Tennessee, and the more distant East Fork in
Jamestown, Tennessee. Both the Circle E. and

East Fork have been locations for the annual

Bullet Trail Ride, where most participants are on
Bullet offspring. Diamond Crystal has proven

that, even though her dam never had a chance to
wear a saddl e, Mar kés Di
to pass along her stamina, strength, and

wonderful walking gait to her offspring.

Diamond Crystal has also done a little shrayy

e N L impressing the judge with her beauty, style, and
amond & L e@Brbly timed flatfoot and running walks.

When Mar kdés Di gearealddshewva s
met her first stallion.
son, Delightods Desire,
was a chestnut colt which Hunley registered as
Desireds Hidden Agenda.
years, she continued as part of the Hunley
broadmare band at River Ridge Farm. After
producing sorrel River Ridge Tess, sired by =
chestnut Mountain Magi c’
grandson, she foaled a bay colt named River
Ridge Rowdy Yates, sired by black Sonic Boom
Sensation, then River Ridge Half Moon and
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Di amonds N Dreams, full i
Ebony Man. In 2002, Norman Hunley dispersed Leon on Ostell ad@sheDi amo
many of his horses. At that time, Leon Oliver Circle E. Fall 2008

traveled to Greeneville, Tennessee, and returned
home to Brown Shop Road Farms with Mar kos
Diamond. The mare had come faiicle.

Back at Brown Shop Road Farms where sheod

been foaled fourteen years previously, Markos
Diamond presented Leon Oliver with a bay filly

by River Ridgebébs Beamdébs Ebony Man. Leon

regi stered this foal as Ostellads Lonesome Ann,

in honor of her secondam.From then on,

Di amond became part of the court of OIliverds
popular grey stallion Buds Sterling Bullet. Her

foals by him include Ostella
Ostell aés Diamond Crystal, O
Bull et, and Ostell ads Birdie
exception othe bay filly Birdie Mae, the other

6s Diamond Ann,
stell ads Mar k of
Ma e . With the



The Annual Bullet Ride from John Oliver,
Belfast, Tennessee

AThe annual spvedfrogEaBtul | e
Fork to a new location this year. We went to
Catoosa Ridge in Crossville and | have to say it
was a great improvement. East Fork is ok but
very over rated and way over priced, in my
opinion. The campground at Catoosa Ridge was
excellent andhe trails were great for a pleasure
ride. | did manage to get lost on Saturday
: evening but it turned out ok. We left camp again
e - and rode to the place | intended to come out at.

- The camp itself it a smaller place with 28
S electrical sites and 3 cabins toysta which are
e furnished nicely. The stalls/barns are great as
Leon, Crystal, & Buddy Oliver at Clrcle E well and they have covered and concreted wash
bays too! The trails are nice and shady with
plenty of access to wate
highly recommend this place to anyone who
wanted a niceelaxing weekend. There were
several of people there
count. The Benefields came up from Georgia,
and the Knoxville bunch was there and of course
the ultimate party animdl Leon, Tod Finley,
me, my dad Buddy Oliver all came upin here.
It was a great time and we are looking forward to
next year and the fall ride which will be at Ce
E in Belvidere, Tennessee. Anyone wishing to
join us there Oct. F37th needs to get their
reservations in. The mor

Headed for the traill!

Currently, Sunlessmar Mar kos Di amo e
open. The dam of ten foals, however, she has p— o T
gifted her offspring with a unique heritage of | s=lvile A tk },,
walking horse bloodlines that are no longer -

commonly found in the breed. As the twenty \

first century progresses, these offspring and their
ownes will carry the responsibility of preserving
these lines and continuing to offer some genetic
diversity within Tennessee Walking Horse
pleasure strains.
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| Tee Beield Left to right: Tod Finley, Vince Benefield,
Teresa Benefield

Buddy Oliver

On the bridge'l' Vince & Té}esa Bnefield,
Tod Finley



