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The above photo was sent by Denise Wenz. Her
friend, Kim Hutcherson, from Colorado took the
photo.

And The Wi nbyErannelBsaédén,
Petersburg, Tennessee

The TWH Heritage Society is firmly committed

to the concept of a performance leol®ing one

that excels at a task or series of tasks, rather than
a horse whose achievements lie exclusively in
the show ring. For that reason Nfarch 2010,

The Society announced its first TWH HS
Performance Awards for the Hiage Horse and
Heritage Otcross demonstrating exceptional
talents in one or more performance venues. This
issue of the Highlights is pleased to announce the
2010 regpient of this honor. It iISunbeam

ownedby RacheHill of Fort Franes, Ontario,
Canada. In 2010, Beamer competiebughout

his region in a number of endurance
competitions. A listing of the events along with
Beamer's placings afeund on this page

Rachel is a member of the Distance Riders of
Manitoba, the Manitoba Trail Riders Club and
American Endurance Ridero@ference.

Rachel and Beamer will receive an embroidered
jacket honoring Beamer and $100 caRhe

TWH Heritage Society congratulates the pair on
receiving this award.

Rachel&Be amer 6 s

Sandilands 25 miles3" place

Sandilands 40 miles4™ place

Run for the Border 50 miles- 14" place
Maplewood West-50 miles- RO (rider option, |
pulled him at mile 40 after he got kicked)
Thistle Down Run- 25 miles- 10" place
Thistle Down Ruri 25 miles- 13" place
Bel Air i 25 miles- 1* place

Bel Air i 25 miles - 4" place

Black Fly Expres$ 25 miles- 2" place
Black Fly Expres$ 25 miles- 2" Place

Rides that are listed more than once are two day
rides and are judged independently.

Accompl i shm



My Buddy, Beamer, by Rachel Hill, Fort
Frances, Ontario, Canada

When | bought Sunbeam (Beamer}jeritage
gelding from Nancy Bergman two years ago, |
had no idea what a great bond | would have with
this horse, and just how much fun | would have
with himin the sport of endurancdut | have
found a once in a life time friend that has been a
wonderful partner in the sport | love so much.

| found out about Beamer through Diane
SczepanskiDiane had brought him back with
her from Billy Taylor's farmn Winchester
Tennessee as a nicely trained trail gelding for
Nancy. Nancy confirmed he was just that, a
horse that had a great walk, a great mind and
gave you a great ride.

Beamer is out of Billy'snareEcho's Lady Bug

and the stallion Chance's Goldsttator.

When | spoke with Billy, he talked highly of his
Lady Bug mare, and | could tell he believed in
his Echo horsesWhen | rought Beamer to my
home in Fort Frances, Ontario | had no
intentions of him being an endurance horse.
Yes, | had heardlleabout the endurance these
Heritage horses have, but the sport of endurance
is very competitive anité the skinny, small
framed Arabs that are the breed of choice for the
sport. Their small builds and thin skin allow
them to cool fast, and wheristarace to the

finish, ités all about the lowest heart rateon't

get me wrong, | believe in my Walkers and know
they can do this sport too, but the bigger builds
do become a bit of a haiwdp on those hpt

humid days. Any good horse with the right

rider and gear can do distance and carry his rider
all day. But the sport of endurance is about
distance aspeed.Arabs were bred for racing.

Our horses were bred for utility, which is why
they have a brajrand also why no heart rate in
the world would hag me switchingBeamer is a
strapping 16hh+ horseHe is long in the body,

big feet and legs, long neck and he&lite

frankly, he is huge!

At the time | got Beamer | was competing with
my lovely Walker geldingRansom.Ransom is
aHeritage outcrossmal | had been doing very
well with him. | had started him at the shorter

distances (25 and 30 miles) and he was doing
pretty good finishing them at an average speed of
10 mph and he added lots of ribbons to my
collection. But one ride | ran him too fast

some deep soft sand and he came up with a
bowed tendon. It set us back for a bit and |
learned the hard way that tendons take a long
time to heal.Endurance is a lot about learning.
And | have learned so muclkonce | got Ransom
back on track | wantetb move up to the longer
distances.In 2008 | completed my first 50 mile
ride with him. | took a nice easy pace and
Ransom finished fresh and healthy and did the
'‘trot out’ with lots of gas still in the tank.
learned that day, that | had far more ledet
doing a slow 50 than a fast 2bwanted to do
more 50's.To do that meant more training time,
and more miles on the trailt can get lonely
doing it yourself, and | have found that as long
as you have good horses, you can get good riders
to ride with. So, | bought Beamer to be my
companion horse, a guest horse that anyone
could ride and would help me put the miles on
Ransom to get me ready for the 50's.
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This shows the judges that your horse is fit for
the race

It takesthreeyears to make an endurance horse.
You need to gradually build up the muscle,
bones and tendons. This takes dedication and
time to do. After a few training rides, it soon
became clear that Beamer already had a lot of
this hard work doneSol made a call to Billy to
find out just what kind of training he hadailly
confirmed he rode him hard in the Tennessee
hills, sometimes for long hourd his explained
that Beamer had a good foundation of training
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and gave me the comfort that he waslyet@® try
him at the limited distancedVhen you
introduce a horse to distance riding, you do it
gradually. So in 2009 that is what we didl just
took in a few rides with him, but | could see he
liked it.

In 201Q | completed a total of 13 rides, ntas
them with Beamer. | rode ten 25 mile rides, a 40
and two 50's.As | had planned, | started most of
the rides with the goal to finish and not to place.
This meant starting at the back of the pack and
many times well after everyone else had left.
Throughout the season | noticed that Beamer
was finding a pace that worked for him, always
finishing strong and coming in with good pulse
rates. | was getting more and more impressed
with his ability to do this sport, despite his big
size. | got used to thé&unny looks from people
and the odd comment they would makéot

only do | stand out at these events with a horse
of this size, but his colour draws a lot of
attention too.Most endurance events are
dominated by greys, chestnuts and bays; the
most comma Arab colours.

N

Run for the Borde 5 mile ridie
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Like people, horses have good days and bad days |

and sometimes when they are on, you get the
feeling they can go foreveiThat happened this
summer on the August Bel Air ride in Manitoba.
It was a hothumid weekend, the hottest we had
last year.It was a small group of riders that
attended, only a couple of 50 milers and only
eight 25 milers.Being as hot and humid as it
was, | planned to ride 25 miles both days instead
of a 50. The group of eight as small but
experienced and had good horses. | knew what

they were capable of. | decided to start the race
with everyone else and see how long Beamer
could keep upWe started off setting the pace.
When I ride in front, | try not to look over my
shoulde; | just look straight ahead and focus on
my horse and my strategfgeamer was striding
out good and got into a rhythnh.got my weight
out of the saddle and got into a rhythm with him.
It felt good, we were perfectly in sync and |
didn't know it, but ve were flying. After about 5
miles, | was still setting the pace of the pack that
had dwindled to three horses and took a quick
look to my left. A little Arab mare was cantering
to keep up and was white with sweatook a

look to my right and anothédittle horse was also
cantering to keep upBeam was cruising
effortlessly and not even breaking a sweahe

of the riders behind had a GPS and said we were
holding a speed of 13 MPHNot only was

Beamer easily keeping this speed, but he kept it
weavirg in and out of obstacles as wello my
amazement, he held this pace for 16 miles
straight. We came into camp and quicklylped
down at the vet checKkThe other riders
commented on just how this big guy can move.
We finished the second loop with antimued

good pace and finished in first placéhe

second day was almost a repeat of the first, and |
just could not believe how this big horse
performed in the heat.

M-éblevvo.od West Ride
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| Maplewbcf)d West ridei | was chécking his
shoulder monents after he was kicked by
another horse. It swelled like a grapefruit

It is one thing to finish a ride first, but | have
learned it is just as important how your horse
appears after the ridd.he 'trot out' is where the
vet judges your horse for lamess, fatigue and
heart rate recovery. You are asked to 'trot' your
horse in hand either in a straight line or a circle
for the vet to assess your horse, it's your ‘exam’.
A horse can finish a fast ride, and meet all the
finishing criteria, but | believe's the trot out

that tells you how much heart the horse has left.
| have often seen riders pulling their horses
along in the trot out, the horse's head carried low
and it appears just plain tired\ horse like this
may get a pass from the vet, but hesally not

fit to continue. Beamer ran a perfect trot out
every time and always did it with spring in his
steps.He scored A's for gut sounds, legs,
muscles, back, capillary refill and hydration; and
continued to have an enormous appetite
afterward, andter good indicator.

g il g
Rachel & Beamer ready to ride at the Black
Fly Express ride

It is clear to me that Beamer can do the job of
endurance Plain and simple, he rock®illy
sure knows what he is doing as a breeder. He : _ & s

. I = B - o
bred and trained an awesome horse that | am Headed outl!
proud to own.| just can't wait to see what h
Beame can do for me next yedkuess these
Heritage horses really are what they say they are.



Special Request From Tim & Annie Leverette, Sheffield,

Vermont

We have a special request from a reaBetricia nl've attached a couple
Smith of Klamath Falls, Oregorpoking for any Sun aka Button who was bred here, foaled in the
information or photographs of a 1945 Tennessee Spring of 2007 and sold to a couple who live in
Wa]kmg Horse named Hawke,yuack stallion MA in Oct of 2009. The 2 piCS show Button at
sired by Old Glory and out of Panola, a Merry about one/two months and then 2 yrs later.
Boy daughter. Button is out of Remembrance's Hot Tamale and

by Remembrance's Legacyust wanted you to
Patricia writes: see a little of what's being done up here in the

Green Mountains of Ver mo

AHawkeye" i s-sitebfthe 2§ yeara t
old stallion I now own.

If anyone has photos of this horse, please email
them to Patricia atetranch@centurytel.net

Thank you!!

“Button all growup!


mailto:etranch@centurytel.net

Last month we announced a triva contest. We
had several responses but only one winner.
The winner iséée. Ti
Vermont. Tim got ALL the answers correct
and will get a free ad in Highlights to be used
in 2011. Congratulations, Tim!!!

The Contest by Franne Brandon, Rtersburg,
Tennessee

1. The most prominent fountainhead for the
Sunlesdorses is Merry Boy. Although he left a
legacy of many sons used in the stud, most were
gone before the resurgence of interegileasure
horses in the eighties. Two stallions livedsee
this day. The more famous of the two was Merry
Boy's 88, who stood his last days at Ray
Corum Stables in Kentucky-88 breeding is
found in a few Heritage Horses. More common
in Heritage Horseare the bloodlines of the
second longest survivirgpn of Merry Boy. His

descendants are found in the USA and in Europe.

A black stallion known for siring excellent mares

with nice dispositions, he has descendants either

currently owned oowned until deatlby all five
American Heritage founders.

The secod longest surviving son of Merry
Boy was Mark of Merry Boy TWHBEA .
Steve Oliver, brother to founder Leon Oliver,
stood a son of Mark until the bay stallion's
death. It was through this stallion,Mark's
Crackerjack, that the majority of Heritage
Horses trace to Mark of Merry Boy. Billy
Taylor raised Mark's June Girl and Taylor's
Merry Girl, both Sun -Once mares. He owns
descendants othem to this day.

Through June Girl's daughter Sterling's
Dolly, Diane Sczepanski acquired Mark of
Merry Boy blood. Leon Oliver has a number
of horses going back to Crackerjack,
including the Sunless mare Mark's Diamond,
featured in this series in 2010. Franne and
Harry Brandon continue to own Mark's Little
Jack, a 1988 Crackerjack son who has carried
three generations of Bramlon riders at
various times.
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Mark of Merry Boy

2. A brother to Merry Boy, responsible for a
unique strain of linebred TWHs, is also found
the pedigrees & number ofHeritage Horses, as
well as one Sw®nce Heritage mare and
gelding. Thischestnut stallion with the
distinctive long wavy mane remained the
property of his breeder throughout his lifetime.
After the breeder's funeral, this same stallion
appeared rideless in a show during a tribute to
his only owner. This stallion, like Meriyoy,

still has grandsons and gregandsons active in
the stud, but it is through ones of his daughters
that the SurOnce mare and gelding continue his
legacy.

Merry Boy's chestnut half brother, sired by
Hunter's Allen F-10, is Last Chance. Harry
and BobBrandon obtained half interest in a
mare by Last Chance registered as Betty
Chance in 1971. The brothers later purchased
full ownership of her and her filly Sugar
Parade, by Rip 650850. Sugar Parade, a Sun
Once mare, became the property of Bill Nix,
and was bred to his father's Sunless stallion
Souvenir's Rascal. The resulting Sun
Oncefilly was named Overstride's Last Betty,
in honor of her grandmother. Overstride's
Last Betty has produced several foals,
including fine Sun-Once trail gelding
Overstride's Red Allen. Dement Ballerina
Patti, a daughter of Red Bud's Rascal
although not a Sun Once mare, traces to Last
Chance through her dam, sired by Ballerina's
Diamond.
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3. Son=f Wilson's Allen were prominent in the
stud during the thirtiedorties, and early fifties.
Many different Wilson's Allen stallions are
found in Heritage pedigrees, but this chestnut
stallion has the distinction of being a full brother

to a mare also a part of many Heritage pedigrees.

While this stallion did not have prominent
show record, once he was retired to stud in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, he sired top flatshod

show horses as well as excellent broodmares. He

was succeeded by sons in the stud, but the
stallion lines died after their deaths. A family of
SunOncemares, geldings, and a stallideature
this horse on their papers, as well as the mare
and gelding in #2.

The sister/ brother connection belongs to
mare Wilson's Allen's Mello Gold, found

in the Paige's Echo lines, and Miller's Wilson
Allen, who sired the dam and sire's dam of
Rip, sire of Sugar Parade (above) and Gold
Before the Storm. Both mares were Sw®nce,
and both were bred to the Sunless stallions
Souvenir's Rascal and his sire, Red Bud's
Rascal, to produce the SurOnce cousins
Overstride's Last Betty, Overstride's Red
Allen, Moonlit Laughter, Shining Time, And
the Thunder Rolls, The Lightning Strikes,
Wind Dancer in the Storm, and Tanasi Gold.
Paige's Echo was out of the mare Pinkey Lu,
sired by Wilson's Merry Boy GG, a son of
Wilson's Allen's Mello Gold. Paige's Echo, a
deceased Sunless stallion, sired a number of
Sun-Once offspring,including

stallions Society's Dan Allen, standing at Billy
Taylor's Confederate Farms, Society's Duke
Allen, standing at Diane
Sczepanski'sNorthern Foundations Farm,
and Society's Lee Allen, standing at Carl
Parks' Joyride Farm.

Wil sonos I 1 en

4. Midnight Sun is one of only five sons of
Wilson's Allen to carry forward his bloodlines on
the top pedigree line in the 21st century, the
other four being Frank's Wids's Allen Il, Sir
MauGray, Society Margnd Wilson's Allen's
Order. The last living son of Old Sun is well
known to be the black stallion Sun's
Remembrance, who has Heritage get. Another
son of the Sun is responsible for the paternal
lines of a number ddunOnce Heritage Horses.
Also a black stallion, this horse was never
publicly promoted in national magazines, but
remained with his breeder all his life, always
loved and appreciated. He lived to be over 30
years old.

Sun's Midnight Mark, a 1963 stallion, was
bred by Horton Elrod of Readyuville,
Tennessee. Arue black with a star, he was a
large stallion with the strong bones one would
expect from a horse steeped in older
bloodlines. His long career in the stud
spanned parts of four decades, as his firgtair
of foals arrived with he was three years only,
while the final two came in 1994. Sun's
Midnight Mark is the sire of Sun's Smokey
Midnight, the classic black sabino stallion
standing at Danny Taylor's EIk River Farms.
Even thought a grandson of Midnigh Sun,
Smokey is still a Sur Once horse due to the
diversity of the rest of his pedigree. He has
sired SunOnce offspring in full siblings Sun's
Smokin' Midnight and Smokey's Merry Lu,
along with 3/4 brother John T. Midnight.
Another Sun-Once sired by oldMark is Sun's
Midnight Rena, owned by Billy Taylor.
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5. This final stallion draws his roots from the
unstable period during and after the War
Between the States. His value to Trennessee
equine scene was recognized before Allan made
the trip from Kentucky to Middle Tennessee.
Today, this gray horse is remembered for siring
horses with strong traditional walking gaits and
superior dispositions. Although he is the color
source fomany of the gray horses within the
breed, that color is not found in the SOnce
Heritage Horses who trace to him through mare
lines.

Three stallions could actually be named and
be a correct answer for this final question, as
they are grandsire, son, andyrandson. These
are Boone's Grey John, left behind in utero
when his dam was abandoned by a Union
cavalryman, Grey John's son Buford, given
TWHBEA foundation number F-11, and the
grandson Bramlett, whose foundation number
is F-9. Two SunOnce mares, both @ughters

of a mare bred by the late Jake Reese of
Lincoln County, trace four times up close to
Bramlett F-9. Bramlett F-9 appeared twice on
the old mare's papers, andvere just bumped
off on the stallion side. These mares are
Ostella’'s DellaRosebud now avned by Diane
Sczepanski, and Ostella Reese's Red Rose,
bred and still owned by Leon Oliver. Also,
while not all of these are SurOncers, the
Paige's Echo descendants all trace back to
Bramlett F-9 as well through his second dam
Lu Lu Taylor.



Hawkeye#490771 by Patricia Smith,
Klamath Falls, Oregon

My trip into the history of my newly acquired
twenty year old MFT stallion has been a
wonderful one and confirmed my breeding
instincts that the great otdne Tennessee
Walking Horses played a significant role in
producing the black stallion | see out my kitchen
window today.

My stallion's great grandire was a Tennessee
Walking Horse named Hawkey&ecords show
Hawkeye was foaled in 1945 at the Middleton
Stables in Missouri and described as a black with
two hind stockings, off fore fetlock and
star/snip.Hawkeye was one of about 300 get of
a the beautiful black Tennessee Walking Horse
stallion,Old Glory (#42125) who foaled in
1940. Hawkeye's dam was Rala, a daughter of
Merry Boy out of a Browns Allen daughter,
Mary Leei the latter foaled in 1930.

Pursuing Hawkeye's top line ancestors back in
time proved to be exciting, informative and very
easy on the eye, especially in the area of
conformation. @ Glory was sired by Merry

Boy out of a Wilsons Allen daughter, Mountain
Queen.

Photo left of
Merry Boy.

Continuing back on Old Glory's ancestors, as
many of you already know, is his sire, Roan
Allen, foaled 1904 and his dam, Merry Legs who
foaledin 1911.

Photo left of
Old Glory

Mountain Queen's Sire was Wilson's Allen out of
a Wilson's Allen daughter, Daisy Hamby.

e oD -, :“- @‘
Photo is of Wilson's Allen who foaled 1917.

This takes the search back to the late 1800's,
where Standardbreds, Myans and Saddlebreds
add to the Tennessee Walking horse lines.
Included is a mare named Gertrude; Saddlebred
Nell Demet; Allen F1; the Standardbred
Allandorf who was sired by Standardbred
Onward; the Saddlebred Royal Denmark and the
Morgan Mare Maggidlarshal appear on the
records.Photo belows of Allen F1.

Allen F1



My research into Hawkeye's bottom line shows True to thebreeding practices in the late 1800's,

nearly similar bloodlinesPanola's dam, Merry the blood of Morgans was added through the
Lee was sired by Browis Allen out of Lucy mare, Maggie Marshigland the Saddlebred
King. Browns Allen traces to Ain F1 and the influence of stallion, Stonewall Jackson and the
Morgan mare Gertrude; back further to the mare, Nell Demat.

Standardbred Allandorf and Saddlebred Royal
Denmark (sired by Artist); and Saddlebred
Gaines Denmark pictured below.

Some might ask why, as a Foxtrotter breeder, am
| so thrilledwith a horse that for the nen

informed might see as a full blooded Tennessee
Walker? | am proud of his heritage and | blush

to sayi one look at his photograph is so telling

of his ancestryHe represents, to me, the
conformation, versatile, pleasurding and

natural gaited horse that was so well thought of
and respected in the years gone by.

Gaines Denmark

Although Hawkeye stood for only about 40
Tennessee Walking Horseanes, he made his
mark in the Missouri Fox Trotter Horse Breed
Registry by producing two stallions, Bald Hornet
(double registered TWH and MFT) and
Hawkeye's Black Sambo (MFT) who stood for
mares in the 40's and 50'84y 20 year old

stallion is Hawkeye'great grandson and suits
his registered nameOne Of A Kind a.k.a. Fella.

But the ancestral investigation doesn't stop
there. Hawkeye is only half of the storyThe
remainder of the story rests with my stallion's
dam, another beautiful Tennessee Waltkare
sired by Walker's Merry LadValker's Merry ; T %
Lad was sired by another Merry Boy son hamed xy v SR e :
Colliers Merry Boy and a Noble Knight daughter
named Beaut yBeautySvaeiedt h e a
the blood of Roan Allen on two of her lines.
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From Marjorie Lacy, Edson, Alberta, Canada

fiHere's a wintry Walker scene sent te by Bill
and Sue Roy ne@rmstrong, BC. Bill is riding a
mare we bred Uphill Penny By Chancea

3/4 sister to Heir Trigger. Couldn't resist
passing it ord

Fella working cattle

All historic photos in this article came from my
personal Google searches; and some information
gleamed fronthe All Breed database. If anyone
can source a photo of Hawkeye, | would really
appreciate receiving a copy. Email:
etranch@centurytel.net

From Penny Finley, Cornersville, Tennessee

Al realize he's not her
brought Abigail the ciest gray racking pony for .
Christmas.We are planning to hit the local Uphill Penny By Chance

country boy shows in lead line this springis . o ) )

name is Augustus Mcr ae, NThedidegisBillRoypfiGindred, Bish g
Columbiaand the ma is Uphill Penny By
Chance. They are entered in the CRTWH
Program For Excellence. Penny isbarkie's
Last Chance x Uphill Dusty Gold and was bred
by Uphill Farm,Charles & Marjorie Lacy,
Edson, Alberta. She's leased to Dianne Little of
Calgary,Albertad

For our r ead e rMarjoriehsached o n 6
Editor/Publisher of the Canadian Walking Horse
News magazine.




From Joan Hendricks, Owen, Wisconsinwho
isnét riding this ti me

10 Exercises for Horse Women

10. Drop a heavy steel olsfeon your foot. Don't
pick it up right away. Shout, "Get off, Stupid,
GET OFF!"

9. Leap out of a moving vehicle and practice
"relaxing into the fall." Roll lithely into a ball
and spring to your feet.

8. Learn to grab your checkbook out of your
pocketor purse and write out a $200 check
without even looking down.

7. Jog long distances carrying a halter and a
carrot. Go ahead and tell the neighbors what you
are doing they might as well know now.

6. Affix a pair of reins to a moving freight train
and practice pulling a halt. Smile as if you are
having fun.

5. Hone your fibbing skills: "See hon, moving
hay bales is FUN!" and "No, really, I'm glad
youdre lucky performance and multimillion
dollar horse won the blue ribbon. | am just
thankful that myhard work and actual ability
won me second place.”

4. Practice dialing your vet number with both
arms paralyzed to the shoulder and one foot
anchoring the lead rope of a frisky horse.

3. Borrow the US Army's slogan: Be All That
You Can Be- bitten, thrown, kicked, dragged,
slimed, trampled, frozen...

2. Lie face down in a puddle of mud in your
most expensive riding clothes and repeat to
yourself, "This is a learning experience, this is a
learning experience, this is..."

1. THE NUMBER ONE EXERCISE O
BECOME A BETTER HORSEWOMAN:

Marry money.

of

From Jane Howlett, Pocatello, Idaho
year)

Snowfall on the ranch




Identifying Gait From Still Photos &
Flat-Foot Walk, or Stepping Pace?
© December 2010, By Allanna Lea Jekson

Reprinted from the Walking Horse Journal

The walk is one of two gaits inherited by every
horse on earth. The walk is the gait horses use
most. The gaited horse world needs to discard
the dangerous idea that the walk of gaited horses
is totally diferent from norgaited horses. A
horse is a horse no matter how it moves its feet.
A walk is a walk, no matter what type of horse is
doing it. Historically, the terms fldbot walk

and flat walk were used interchangeably to
differentiate only betweetine universal walk and
running walk. The historic original Walking
Horse standards define the running walk as an
extended flafoot walk and define both flebot
walk and running walk as perfectly even, or
square, deat gaits.

Because the walk is uniksal to all horses there
are many variations in speed and style, but the
fundamental sequence, timing, weight support
and weight transfer are the same for all speeds
and styles of walk. Down through the centuries
the most knowledgeable horsemen have agree
that the best and purest form of the walk uses
perfectly even beat timing.

Bottomn: The roan mare who demonstrated trot in the Nowember, 2010,
WHJ, demonstrates stepping pace in the photo below taken Nov. 3, 2010.

-
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On the top of this page we have a 1946 photo of
thestalliorBi | | i e Wi |l son
350075 x Queen of the Valley 410Q7#&2nner
of the Open Model Walking Hors#ass at the
1948 TWH Celebration.

SequenceBillie Wilsonhas just set his left hind
hoof on the ground. His left foreleg is in the air.
Both right legs are on the ground with his right
hind leg at the back of the stride so he is using
the walk sequere of left hind, left front, right
hind right front.

Timing: The white lines help us see that each
leg is moving separately. We tend to think of
timing as only the sedown of the hooves
because that is what we hear. The timing of the
lift off of the hooves and what happens while the
leg is in the air are just as important because
horses change their gait with the hooves that are
in the air. The horse
doing with the hooves it is standing on.

410123
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Bil 1 i e Windlegoane@isfuktride with
his left hind as far forward and his right hind as
far back as possible.

His right foreleg is vertical under him in the
exact middle of its stance phase. His left foreleg
is coming forward but has not yet reached the
middle of its flight. His left front fetlock is
beside his right front fetlock with his left front
hoof behind the right foreleg. This position
indicates a slight diagonal drift in the timing of
the lift-off of his hooves. This slightly diagonal
lift off of the hooves at th#at-foot walk is
typical of natural Walking Horses that use the
most perfectly square-deat timing in their
running walk.

Weight Support and weight transfdBillie
Wilsonhas three hooves flat on the ground
supporting his weight, which is the fidoted
weight transfer.

Bi |l | i e head i$ hegh and lEs attention is
focused on something outside the ring. His rider
has quite a bit of pressure on the reins and is
sitting in a chair seat. The horse is-#&ibd but

a close look at his left front lebreveals heel
caulks on his front shoes.

The bottom photo on page 11 is the same roan
mare who demonstrated the trot in the
November, 2010, WHJ. The gait she is doing in
this photo is frequently presented and accepted

as walk among natural TWH enthustig, but is
it?

She is using the walk sequence.

Ti mi ng: The roan
stride, but note that her right foreleg is behind
the vertical in the last half of its support phase
while her left foreleg and hoof are in front of her
right foreleg. Both right legs are nearly parallel
and both left legs are nearly parallel, as we see
from the white lines. This is lateral, or pacey,
timing.

Weight support and weight transfer: The roan
mare has three feet on the ground. Her left hind
hoofis flat on the ground supporting weight.

The joint angles of her right hind leg indicate it
is also supporting weight, but her right hind heel

may be starting to lift off which is the race
walking weight transfer. The lateral timing
makes this gait a far of stepping pace, not flat
foot walk or running walk.

The roan mare is wearing a snaffle bit and
working on a loose rein. She also has her head
tipped to the outside but her head is lower than
Bi I I i e antisHe s aohas sitently focused
outsidethe fence. Her rider is sitting up in a
more balance seat. She is barefoot on all four
feet. Both horses are nosed out.

It is often assumed and taught that the way to
make the roan mare walk would be to ride her
the wayBillie Wilsonwas ridden. Doingo is a
very serious mistake. Experience proves that
riding this roan mare the waillie Wilsonwas
ridden turns her stepping pace into a pace, not a
walk.

The silhouette ofrty, the cardboard horse
shows the results of riding a pacey horse the way
Billie Wilsonwas ridden.

Sequence: For ease of comparison to the photos
the left legs are marked with dotted lines and the
right legs are marked with solid lines. The
sequence is left hind, left front, right hind, right
front.

Timing and weight supptr The right foreleg is
near the vertical with the left front hoof just
barely in front of it, but the solid white lines help
us see that the right hind leg is also near the
vertical. Both right hooves are flat on the ground
fully supporting weight, butote that both left

mar e 0|ggs 8ré iMtHe alr @dited lindd). €Theddkerallegd |

are working together in pairs.



Only two of the four images showm this article
(on pages 10 and Yare walk: Billie Wilsonand
the photo of the roan mare at the bottom of page
11.

Allanna Jackson is the publisher of \kiag

Horse Journal (see ad elsewhere in this
newsletter). Words in red were added to the
article so it flows with this newsletter. The pages
Allanna refers to were from the article appearing
in her magazine.

T | ——
Top: Arty. the articulated horse demonstrates the style of broken pace that wins
in some show rings.

Bottom: The same roan mare seen on the botiom of page 10 is now demon- Thank you for Sharing this article with our
strating the flat-foot walk in the phote below, taken Nov. 5, 2010. Note that her "
tack and shoeing are identical in both photos. readers!!

Weight transfer:Arty does have both right

hooves flat on the ground, but the right hind leg

is already so far back it may lift off before the

left hind touches down. This gait is@rh of

broken pace. At this moment of the stride we
canot tell if it is a very |l ateral stepping pac
stepped rack, a saddle rack, or a lateral singlefoot
rack. This gait is not a walk because it does not
conform tothe most basic definitive

characteristics of the walk. Comparing this to

the photo oBillie Wilsonshows us this is a
different gait.

The photo at the bottom die pages the roan
mare again. If we look very closely at her right
hind hoof, fetlock ad pastern we see her right
hind leg is not yet supporting weight. Even so,
the white lines help us see that this time her gait
is much closer to whaillie Wilsonwas doing
than the stepping pace the page at the
beginning of this article(at the baiom of page

10 or the broken pace at the top of page 11



A Testimonial to Good Breeding
By Penny Finley, Cornersville, Tennessee

As | was headed up our lengthy driveway on
Black Friday, bleary eyed from an early morning
of finding the best shopping deals of the year, |
noticed a colt in the crossties in the hallway of
ourbarn.l di dnoét think muc
considering Toddés cous
horse whisperer, often stops by in his spare time
and works with our young horseés | got past

the barn with my twagear old daughter in tow, |
realized the vehicle in the driveway was not
Troyldss.ti Il didndét quit
happening, various kin folk are known to stop by
and ride as the welcome mat is always duy
confusion came from trying to figuaut which

t wo horses Troyds brot
Browning, had chosen to ridé\eil was on a

gray colt being led by Browning with a strange
configuration of aFdr.i
some reason, a curb strap had been added over
the nee of the bridle as well as under the chin.

Now as experienced as Troy is in the equestrian
world, the same cannot be said of Neil and
Browning. Troy had explained to them that the
riding horses were in the paddock behind the
barn. They would find asorrel mare and a
chestnut mare which should suit their purposes.
They instead had managed to wrangle our two
yearling stud colts, Sonic and Firefly, who had
never had a hand laid on them/hen | realized
that poor Sonic was being ridden and led across
the driveway, | very calmly asked Browning if
they were aware which horses they were trying
to ride. They were convinced they had followed
the instructions given them, even though these
colts came from an upper paddock and were
obviously not maresin themeantime, Sonic

was looking at me in utter confusion and Firefly
was firmly pulled back in the crossties with the
Awhat did | doRawitwaso k
12:30, | had just picked up Abigail, and she had
not been fed and did not have her barn sloes
and thankfully she was being as patient as these
young colts.

| carefully coaxed the trio back to the barn and
tongue in cheek explained to them that they must
be more skilled than Troy, as he spends several
months on ground work, and they had

acceleated the program straight to ridintyeil
said he thought these horses were awfully
di fficult to work with,
about it. Once we had these dazed and confused
colts unsaddled and turned back out into their
field, | offered to catclthe correct horses for
their riding pleasureNeil replied that the 3
h howarg of wottkieg withaha eotisthad about done
i mm i, and ke, wouddipass waejissi achazedt
that these obviously goedatured colts had
fairly cooperated and no one was hukt. least
we know when we start them this summer they
will be fairly easy to work with, which has been
ethe casemyithr nreo$t Bad 8ud Réurling Slira s
colts. Thankfully, Neil was not put off by the
experience, as he and his daughter came back the
next day and were abte enjoy trail riding on
h thewell stbeondd maresn d Tr oy ds s
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From Laura Carlson-Humphrey, Eagan, Austin Turley, Laurel Montana, sent in these
Minnesota winter pics of his young colts

Laura emailed photos of her mares on a cold
winter day in Minnesota.
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PR et T, i S Car b o n aatiwithes, akil, Lewis
_— : % x«‘ S (NFF Echobés Blue Moon x
Carbonadods Fancy Chance showinna nff har
new blanket

(NFF Echods Bl ue Moon

NFF Wil sonbds Crown
(Echobs Star Gray Wil
Annabelle)

Lewis is a full brother
Chance filly shown on the previous page



Winter 2010 The weekend of Januar{ ®rought quite a
snowstorm to middle Tennessee.

Looks like a number of people had a bit of snow
this month so wedr e. goi BobLohgpFayetiesdille efensessaeewritpsh ot 0 s

ALooks | i ke our predicti
awoke at 3:30AM to between 7 anah@hes of

snow. Leon thinks he got a foot of snow

( of course he didn't measure he was looking at

his boots in the snow ). Huntsville, Alabama got

10". It's still snowing, possibly-2 more inches

topped off with ice pellets in the next 24 hours.

This isa big deal here. The local radio station

said the county road crews would get out at

dawn when they could see. Is that a hoot or

what! If you ever do get to come south move
further south than here.

Aln terms of quantity pr
ineptness blocal road crews would drive you

crazy. Got an update from Leon, he measured

14" in his truck bed and 9" on the top. I told him

| would come up to feed around mid day but of
course he and Buddy were out and at Tina's
planning to feed when they got hon@otta love

the guy!o

Franne Brandon, Petersburg, Tennessee sent
these pictures:

Thesephotes came from Pauline Rounds, Port

Angeles, Washington after a two foot snow fell

on her home. Her horses are standing by the barn

in the top photgatiently waiting for Pauline.

Pauline had some other photos but they are

beautiful postcat t ype photos that wedoll share
next month!!

Tanasi Gold looking like a candidate for a
winter photo in a future Heritage calendar



