
 
 
 

 

This monthôs header photo is courtesy of Pauline 

Rounds, Port Angeles, Washington.  Looks like 

beautiful country!! Here is another of Paulineôs 

winter pictures. 

 

 
 
 

 
Sunôs Midnight Mark ï 1991 

 

Billy Taylor sent the above photo of Sunôs 

Midnight Mark after the trivia contest answers 

came out. We didnôt have a photo of him to put 

in the article at the time it was sent out by email. 

 

Thanks, Billy!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilsonôs Allen, One of the Greatest Tennessee 

Walking Horse Sires of all Time 

By Billy Tayl or, Winchester, Tennessee 

 

Wilsonôs Allen was born in the Beech Grove 

community somewhere between 1914 and 1917. 

He was born on the farm of Bud Messick, a 

neighbor to Johnson Hill. Mr. Hill made a deal 

with Mr. Messick to purchase a colt from the 

mating of his mare, Birdie Messick F-86, to 

Roan Allen F-38. He would pay $200 for the foal 

if it was a stud colt. The next spring Birdie 

Messick foaled a chestnut stud colt. When the 

colt was weaned, Johnson Hill delivered the colt 

to his farm. He received no special treatment 

while at the Hill farm. When he was two years 

old, he was broke to ride by Steve Hill, Johnson 

Hillôs nephew. During this time the young horse 

was on Johnson Hillôs farm, he was knows as the 

Johnson Hill horse. His gaits were good and his 

disposition was the very best. Steve remembers 

that the young horse could really walk with a lot 

of head nod and speed in the running walk. 

 

The Johnson Hill horse was plain in looks and 

had a crooked tail. Because of this, very few 

people were interested in breeding their mares to 

this horse. He was used mostly as a teasing horse 

and was utilized in farm work of all kinds, 

including pulling a hillside plow on steep 

ground. 

  

Johnson Hill died during the winter of 1922, and 

the next spring the horse was offered for sale. He 

was purchased by Bibb Kirby of the New 

Herman community in the southern part of 

Bedford County. Kirby believed that he would 

make a good breeding horse, because of his 

bloodlines and gait. The stallion was used mostly 

as a riding horse while Bibb Kirby owned him. 

Mr. Kirby stated that his stallion had a very fast 

running walk, and that no other horse that he 

knew of could compete with his stallion in that 

gait. 
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Mr. Kirby offered his stallion for public service 

at $10 with a guarantee of a live foal. There were 

very few taken because of the stallionôs plain 

looks and his crooked tail. A neighbor by the 

name of Jack Monette bred his Standardbred 

mare to the Kirby horse, and she foaled a colt 

that he named Dan; his name would be changed 

several years later to Haynes Peacock, which 

was the first horse to win the World Grand 

Championship twice. Another mare, Mollie 

Rose, was bred to Kirbyôs stallion and foaled a 

colt named Slippery Allen that became a popular 

breeding stallion several years later. 

  

In 1928, Kirby purchased a country store at New 

Herman and no longer needed his stallion. Frank 

Wilson of the Pelham community in Grundy 

County heard that the horse was for sale and 

purchased him for $150 and moved him to his 

farm in the Pelham community. Frank Wilson 

believed the horse would make a good breeding 

horse because of his excellent gaits and 

bloodlines. There were many outstanding mares 

located in the Pelham community, and many of 

them were bred to Frank Wilsonôs stallion that 

was renamed Wilsonôs Allen. The good gaits of 

the foals from Wilsonôs Allen soon attracted 

attention, not only in the Pelham community but 

eventually throughout the south. In 1932, a horse 

by the name of Pride of Memphis was foaled, 

and within a few years he became a famous show 

horse. He gave Wilsonôs Allen his first 

prominence as a breeder of great show horses. 

Pride of Memphis was the first great show horse 

produced by Wilsonôs Allen, but not the last. He 

was followed by Strolling Jim, 1939 Grand 

Champion at the first Celebration, then Strolling 

Mary and a host of others. A list of his get must 

include Haynes Peacock, The G. Man, City Girl, 

Merry Wilson, Melody Maid, Greater Glory, 

Nellie Gray, Peggy Wilson, Wilsonôs Ace, 

Society Man, Sir MauGray, Millerôs Wilsonôs 

Allen, and many others including the great 

Midnight Sun that was born in the spring of 

1940, a few months after Wilsonôs Allenôs death 

on August 22, 1939. 
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Millers Wilsonôs Allen 
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Midnig ht Sun 

 

 

 

In April, 1948, Frank Wilson was interviewed by 

The Tennessee Walking Horse magazine. This is 

what the article had to say about Wilsonôs Allen:  

  

ñHow many of you have never heard of B. Frank 

Wilson of Pelham, Tennessee? We feel 

reasonably certain that there arenôt many 

Tennessee Walking Horse fanciers who havenôt 

heard something about this grand old manéfor 

heôs the affable gentleman who owned the 

renowned Wilsonôs Allen for over 11 years. Heôs 

76 years old, has been in the livestock business 

for over 40 years, handling Allen-bred Walking 

Horses for around 36 years, and he is still spry as 

a cricket. As a matter of fact, heôs continuously 

maintained stallions at his farm since around 

1910 and this year will be no exception: Heôs 

standing Frank Wilsonôs Allen II 400821, nine-

year-old son of Wilsonôs Allen. 

 

 
 

Mr. Frank says Wilsonôs Allen was one of the 

most gentle horses and easiest stallion to handle 

he has ever seen. ñI never saw a better natured 

horse,ò he declared. ñI used Wilsonôs Allen all 

the time; if I didnôt have a bridle handy Iôd use a 

halter and ride him bareback. I rode him to get 

the mail, in the field, driving cattleéin fact, for a 

long time he was the only horse on the farm, and 

I rode him everywhere. He had a walk better 



than any horse Iôve ever ridden. I could go to the 

stable and call óhere, Allenô and heôd come right 

up to the door. I never did catch this horse lying 

down in his stall; he was standing up every time 

I went to his stable.ò 

 

Mr. Frank says heôs had exceptionally good luck 

with his stock. Handling horses as much as he 

has, he says, heôs never been hurt or come close 

to being hurt. And heôs never had to sue for a 

stud fee, he explained. ñI just sort of ease by,ò he 

tells, ñtreating the mare owners right, and 

theyôve always paid me.ò 

  

Mr. Wilson bought Wilsonôs Allen in the spring 

of 1928 and kept him 11 years. He sold the old 

horse for $2500 when he was ñ24 or 25 years 

oldò. He stood this grand old sire for a number of 

years before colts by him gained so much 

attention.  

 

In addition to Frank Wilsonôs Allen II, Roan 

Wilson Allen, a six-year-old chestnut roan 

stallion by Frank Wilsonôs Allen II is at stud at 

the Wilson farm this year. Incidentally, Roan 

Wilson Allen is out of Mountain Queen 

(formerly Naughty Lady), the dam of Old Glory, 

Mountain Man, and many other good Walking 

Horses. This line-bred Wilsonôs Allen horse is 

getting plenty of nice foals, Mr. Wilson said. 

  

The favorite mare on the Wilson farm is 

Samanthia Jane, a 10-year-old brood matron by 

Spot Allen and from a Wilson Bullett Allen 

mare. Sheôs a double bred Roan Allen F-38 and 

has had some outstanding colts. One of them 

sold for $2500 as a yearling. 

 

Mr. Frank formerly owned Old Glory, Sir 

MauGray, Slippery Allen and many other 

famous Walking Horses too numerous to 

mention. He bought Old Glory when the colt was 

a weanling and sold him at Shelbyville when he 

was two years old. He bought Sir MauGray from 

Auburn Gray and sold him when he was less 

than a year old; and he stood Slippery Allen for 

three seasons after he sold Wilsonôs Allen. 

  

Heôs a grand old gentlemanéB. Frank 

Wilsonéand he literally loves to talk horses to 

horse folks!ò 

  

 In any appraisal of Wilsonôs Allen, there can be 

no question regarding his greatness as a superior 

sire of horses that could execute a fast running 

walk, for which the breed is named. It is believed 

by many that Wilsonôs Allen passed on to his 

sons and daughters the power to reproduce the 

long striding running walk that will still be 

present for many generations to come. 

  

Wilsonôs Allen produced 482 registered foals 

during his lifetime. Listed below are 10 of his 

best producing sons and the number of foals they 

produced: 

1. Midnight Sun 2963 

2. Sir MauGray 531 

3. Millers Wilsonôs Allen 504 

4. Frank Wilsonôs Allen II 364 

5. Slippery Allen 334 

6. Society Man 317 

7. Old Wilsonôs Ace 286 

8. Red Warrior 234 

9. Gold Bond 233 

10. Top Wilson 207 

 

I would like thank Boyce and Jan Wilson for 

allowing me to visit their property and take 

photos of the barn where Wilson's Allen stood 

during his time there. They made me feel 

welcome during both of my visits there. Boyce is 

a grandson of Mr. Frank Wilson, he and Jan own 

the farm that once belonged to Mr. Frank 

Wilson. 

 

 
Exterior of Frank Wilsonôs barn where 

Wilsonôs Allen stood at stud from 1928 to 

1939. Photo taken by Billy Taylor on 1/19/11 

 



 
Stall where Wilsonôs Allen was stabled while 

owned by Frank Wilson 

 

 
Interior of the old barn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Highlights from Sandra van den 

Hof, Hechtel, Belgium 

 

In the December 2010 issue of Highlights, 

Sandra sent a story about a gelding named His 

Masterôs Voice, better known as Ed, she had 

acquired. Following is her update on Ed: 

 

ñThis horse turned from an insecure, restless 

horse into the leader of the herd, proud of his 

girls. 

 

 
Ed, at home with the herd 

 

 
 

 When taking pictures earlier this week he 

decided to lay down and roll right in the middle 

of the group. That is how comfy he is. His whole 

posture is different. He is happy horse. When he 

came his back was hollow, now he looks much 

stronger and even younger. Perhaps the pictures 

say more than words?ò 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Time to get up! 

 

 
Ed with the girls 

 

 
I feel good!!! 

 

 

 
 

Above he is pictured while riding with my 

intern. She is the first besides me riding him and 

they are doing well. During the first trail ride this 

winter I thought I was riding a Paso Fino, that is 

how nervous he was. Now he is relaxed, walking 

on a loose rein and enjoying the trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Terry Walsh, Castor, Alberta, Canada 

 
ñQuick pics of Ginger and Dave having the 

morning feeding. He has grown quite a bit but is 

friendly as ever!ò 

 

 
Ginger 

 

 

 
Dave 

 

 
The Herd 

 

 

 

From Rachel Hill, Fort Francis, Ontario 

 
ñI just went over to water the horses and tuck 

them in for the night and Traveler still had this 

frosty face.  They've been in since 7:00, but it 

just so darn cold out there.  The other night it 

was -41C (F).  At -40 C and F are the same.  

Traveler seems to be handling it fine, I just make 

sure he always has lots of hay and lots of 

bedding. He still helps me with cleaning the 

stalls in the morning, it's a real routine. He is a  

real pet now.ò 

 

 
Frosty Traveler 

 

ñHereôs a photo I took to show how tall heôs 

gettingò 

 

 
Look at me! I can put my head over the gate 

without standing on my tip toes!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 



From Joan Hendricks, Owen, Wisconsin 

 

Four and one-half years ago, No Fear Merry (aka 

Tweak) moved from Danny Taylorôs place in 

southern Tennessee to live with Joan Hendricks 

in Central Wisconsin. She never did learn to eat 

cheese curds or bratwurst but will drink a little 

beer. This year, she finally found a reason to 

rejoice in her big move! 

 

 
      ñ Hooray!ò 

      ñFlap your pans! 

      ñThe Packers won the Super Bowl!ò                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Shellie Pacovsky, Bainville, Montana 

 

 
ñI just got some new pictures of Slush Creeks 

Triple Jet, she is the one that placed at The 

World Show and The Internationals last year. 

She is back in Florida now, she was for sale for a 

while but I donôt know if she still is. Just thought 

Iôd share something else TWHôs can do!ò 

 

 
Jet jumping the barrel 

 

 
 

 
Jet over the double jump 



 
Pretty Jet! 

 

 
Jet in water obstacle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Julie Scott, Warrens, Wisconsin 

 

ñI found these snow pictures while looking for 

pictures to send to Franne and thought you might 

like them but I see you have many already since 

everybody has snow this year!!ò 

 

The herd on a winter day in Wisconsin 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Kayleen Nelson, Fulshear, Texas 

 
ñHappy New Year! I just wanted to send some 

pictures of our latest adventure. Last month we 

decided to try a competitive trail challenge. It 

was great fun. We rode a six-mile trail and  

were judged through five different obstacles. 

Some were fairly simple, others were nearly 

impossible! Then we were asked to mount, ride a 

pattern in the arena and dismount. It was a 

wonderful opportunity for us to identify what 

areas we needed to work on with our horses. But 

the best part was the time we spent together as a 

family out on the trail. There is not much time 

for this right now as we are in the throes of 

packing up our household and moving to our 

barndominium! I may have to send a picture of 

that too! They are making great progress on it 

and we will move in about six weeks!ò 

 

  

 
From left, Kayleen on Goldôs Summer Breeze, 

Malia on NFF Wilsonôs Lady Scarlet, Chet on 

NFF Wilsonôs Stardust Echo 

 

 
Kayleen & Summer working around the 

obstacles 

 

 
Chet & ñDusterò 

 

 
Malia & Scarlet 

 

 

 
The Barndominium 

 
 

 


